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From ome vantage point, the new U.. ank tadium look like a maive hip that
ha docked downtown.

From the front, it gla door — the larget operale door in the world — re�ect the
cit’ kline.

Inide, the tadium i deigned to feel like ou’re outide with natural light pouring
through the tranparent roof and gigantic gla door.

At 1.75 million quare feet, it’ twice the ize of the Metrodome, the Viking’ former
home. The $1.1 illion project — the larget contruction project in tate hitor
— ha alo een one of the mot controverial with man critical of the �nancing plan.

The Viking have pledged to pa for 53 percent of the tadium ($577 million) through
private �nancing and eat licene. The tate of Minneota i contriuting $348
million and the Cit of Minneapoli $150 million. The cit i �nancing it portion 
iuing ond that will e repaid  tapping a portion of Convention Center taxe.

The new tadium re�ect the cit’ kline. Photo  arah McKenzie
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The tadium’ food ervice provider Aramark and MG, the tadium operator, are
contriuting the remaining $12 million.

The Minneota port Facilitie Authorit (MFA), a local governmental unit of the
tate, own and operate the tadium. A grand opening celeration for the venue will
e held aturda, Jul 23 and unda, Jul 24, following an o�cial ceremon and
rion-cutting event on Jul 22.

Free ticket are required to tour the tadium for the opening weekend. Outdoor event
planned for the weekend include famil activitie on the plaza, a 3D chalk art
intallation, live muic, movie in the new Common park and giant-ized Connect
Four and Jenga game.

The �rt event at the tadium i the 2016 International Champion Cup occer match
Aug. 3 featuring AC Milan v. Chelea FC. The Viking will pla their �rt game in their
new home Aug. 28 — a preeaon contet againt an Diego.

U.. ank tadium will alo hot the uper owl in 2018 and the NCAA Men’ Final
Four in 2019.

The new tadium i alo opening in a dramaticall di�erent neighorhood than the
one that ued to urround the Metrodome. at Town, a the area i now called, oat
the Common park, the new Well Fargo tower, new houing development and other
major contruction project promiing to further revitalize the area that ued to e
de�ned  an aundance of urface parking lot.

Michele Kelm-Helgen, chair of the MFA, aid he’ thrilled to ee all of the new
development urrounding the tadium. he credited former Maor R.T. Rak with
puhing for Well Fargo to uild their headquarter near the tadium.

“I can’t tell ou how important it i to me that efore our uilding even open, alread
under contruction in thi area i $1.2 illion in private economic development,” he
aid.

A dramatic deign

The tadium, deigned  Dalla-aed HK Architect, ha a unique ammetrical
deign that i nearl 30 torie tall at it highet point and feature an angular roof



deigned to hed now in the winter.

It eat 66,200, ut i expandale up to 70,000. There are 131 uite and 8,200 clu
eat, including �eld-level uite. The concoure that wrap around the �eld are alo
wider than the were in the Dome.

The tranparent roof i made up of TF panel, which let in natural light and have a
30- to 50-ear life expectanc, according to a tadium fact heet. The tadium will alo
e the �rt in the NFL uilt with LD lighting.

Two maive HD video oard alo �ank the �eld and another 2,000 HD �at creen
TV are pread throughout the uilding.

One of the tadium’ maive video oard. Photo  arah McKenzie

The exterior of the uilding alo feature zinc metal panel.

ird advocate have een ver critical of the project for failing to have ird-afe gla.
tadium planner are expected to launch a tud with the Univerit of Minneota to
determine if the uilding need pecial �lm added to the window to protect migrator
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ird.

The �ve large gla door at the tadium’ entrance are perhap the mot unique
deign element. The door — 95-feet high at their tallet point — take etween �ve
and eight minute to open. The wing out to a nearl 3-acre plaza.

Kelm-Helgen aid tadium planner were ver “intentional” aout making ure the
uilding would e ver di�erent from the Metrodome.

“The old Dome wa an unattractive uilding. It kind of at like a pacehip — ou
couldn’t ee in, ou couldn’t ee out,” he aid. “It wa urrounded  parking lot and
fence. It wa never connected to the neighorhood. Thi uilding i an amazing iconic
architecture piece in and of itelf that reall ring that whole area of town to life. It i
totall connected  ike trail, idewalk.”

Contruction took two and a half ear and more than 8,000 worker completed more
than 4 million hour on the project, according to the MFA. The project wa �nihed
ix week ahead of chedule.

John Wood, enior vice preident at Mortenon Contruction, the contractor for the
project, called the uilding the “premier tadium in the NFL.”

“The tadium tand a a tetament to the dedication, expertie and hard work of o
man in the local contruction indutr,” Wood aid.

The tadium ha alo exceeded goal et for equit. The minorit workforce goal wa
32 percent and the project reached 36 percent participation, aid Jennifer Hathawa,
director of communication for the MFA. The women workforce goal wa 6 percent
and the project reached 9 percent.

“Thee numer when the were originall laid out, no one had ever come cloe to
hitting thee kind of numer on the project,” Kelm-Helgen aid. “We were ver
intentional when we tarted thi program to have a proce in place to help with
outreach, recruitment and training hould an of the ucontractor not have the
worker to meet the goal.”

tadium planner worked with ummit Academ on training and outreach to enure a
divere workforce.



“It jut ecame the culture that it wa not an option not to meet the goal and
everod reall came through,” Kelm-Helgen aid. “We not onl met the goal, we far
exceeded the goal.”

Other tadium attraction

U.. ank tadium ha alo announced an impreive culinar roter, including noted
chef Andrew Zimmern and Gavin Kaen of the North Loop’ poon and tale.

Downtown’ Ike’ Food and Cocktail and Revival, a popular King�eld retaurant, will
alo e part of the dining program.

Aramark i the tadium’ excluive hopitalit and dining ervice provider.

Viking owner and preident Mark Wilf aid he’ excited to ee local �avor e
featured.

“The dining experience i a crucial component of our commitment to providing a
memorale game da, and thee prominent culinar partner, along with Aramark’
rout menu and the innovative wa in which we erve our fan, will igni�cantl
enhance the hopitalit experience during Viking game,” he aid.

Zimmern and Kaen are collaorating on AZC Hoagie for the tadium, which will
feature Italian meatall, auage, eef and roat pork andwiche, along with
omoloni (Italian donut.) Zimmern’ other location, AZC Rotierie, will feature a
wide variet of andwiche.

“I grew up watching the Viking and to think I am now ale to have a hand in creating
an incredile experience for the fan i a dream come true,” Kaen aid.

Ike’ Food & Cocktail will e erving up it famou lood Mar and teak
andwiche and Revival will e featuring it popular fried chicken andwiche.

The tadium will alo have a craft eer program potlighting o�ering from the
Northeat rewer and Ditiller Aociation. Featured rewerie will include Fair
tate rewing Cooperative, NorthGate rewing, Inight rewer, ociale Cider
Werk, auhau rew La and 56 rewing.



A for art, the Viking and MFA have elected 34 local artit to commiion artwork
for the tadium’ collection.

Outide on the plaza in front of the tadium, Medtronic ha contriuting funding for a
new art culpture called The Horn. The culpture deign will have two �owing rion
making the hape of a Gjallarhorn — a Viking mol that i a nod to Nordic
mtholog.

Once completed, the culpture will e 107 feet long, 25 feet high and 30 feet wide. It
will feature mirror �nih tainle teel and painted metal panel. At night, it will e lit
with LD lighting.

>>

 the numer: U.. ank tadium

ize: 1.75 million quare feet (twice the ize of the Metrodome)

Contruction cot: $1.1 illion

eat: 66,200 (expandale up to 70,000)

High-de�nition TV: 2,000

uite: 131

Highet point: 30 torie tall

Upcoming event

U.. ank tadium Open Houe: aturda, Jul 23, 9 a.m.–6 p.m. & unda, Jul
24, 10 a.m. –5 p.m. (Free ticket are required to tour inide the tadium.) There
will e famil-friendl activitie on the plaza, a 3D chalk intallation, live muic
and much more. For more information, go to uanktadium.com
International Champion Cup: Wedneda, Aug. 3, 8 p.m. The �rt major event at
the tadium will e a occer match featuring AC Milan v. Chelea FC.
Luke ran: Kill the Light Tour, Frida, Aug. 19.
Metallica: aturda, Aug. 20.



More in New

Viking �rt preeaon game: unda, Aug. 28

tadium tour

The tadium will e o�ering 90-minute guided tour of the uilding. Ticket range $7-
$19 (children under 5 can tour for free.) To purchae ticket and chedule information,
go to uanktadium.com/tour
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An at Town evangelit

ooter want to uild uzz for the Common

tadium contruction ahead of chedule

ROW AT TOWN, U.. ANK TADIUM

http://www.journalmpls.com/news/2016/07/an-east-town-evangelist/
http://www.journalmpls.com/news/2016/07/boosters-want-to-build-buzz-for-the-commons/
http://www.journalmpls.com/news/development/2016/06/stadium-construction-ahead-of-schedule/
http://www.journalmpls.com/tag/east-town/
http://www.journalmpls.com/tag/u-s-bank-stadium/


Mot Read

Police should carry insurance
1 comment • 2 months ago•

Buster — Long overdue.

Reconstruction work begins on Nicollet
Mall
1 comment • a month ago•

Peter Dyer — Hopefully this phase will stop
the loss of a driving lane on every east/west
artery through downtown. …

HCMC to open North Loop clinic,
pharmacy
1 comment • 3 months ago•

Paul Prins — This is a huge deal. It was an
source of amazement to me that with
thousands of residents …

Levy-Pounds calls for Park Board
president’s resignation following …
1 comment • 2 months ago•

Buster — Levy-Pounds is a self-promoting
professional agitator. My family has lived in
North …

ALSO ON THE JOURNAL

0 Comments The Journal  Login1

 Share⤤ Sort by Best

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your site Add Disqus Addd Privacy�

 Recommend

New development rie in at Town1

http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journalmpls.com%2Fvoices%2Fletters-to-the-editor%2F2016%2F05%2Fpolice-should-carry-insurance%2F%3AVXO3u2NccXBg7VUTfoPz1nSkJ_I&imp=7rhv45b1csa03a&prev_imp=7rhrv483c87bkr&forum_id=4147371&forum=journalmpls&thread_id=4980086269&thread=4831743815&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4831743815
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journalmpls.com%2Fvoices%2Fletters-to-the-editor%2F2016%2F05%2Fpolice-should-carry-insurance%2F%3AVXO3u2NccXBg7VUTfoPz1nSkJ_I&imp=7rhv45b1csa03a&prev_imp=7rhrv483c87bkr&forum_id=4147371&forum=journalmpls&thread_id=4980086269&thread=4831743815&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4831743815
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journalmpls.com%2Fnews%2F2016%2F06%2Freconstruction-work-begins-on-nicollet-mall%2F%3Ap0aMdGiYkBs600qm9Czd5imqDFI&imp=7rhv45b1csa03a&prev_imp=7rhrv483c87bkr&forum_id=4147371&forum=journalmpls&thread_id=4980086269&thread=4913371736&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4913371736
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journalmpls.com%2Fnews%2F2016%2F06%2Freconstruction-work-begins-on-nicollet-mall%2F%3Ap0aMdGiYkBs600qm9Czd5imqDFI&imp=7rhv45b1csa03a&prev_imp=7rhrv483c87bkr&forum_id=4147371&forum=journalmpls&thread_id=4980086269&thread=4913371736&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4913371736
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journalmpls.com%2Fnews%2Fbiz-buzz%2F2016%2F04%2Fhcmc-to-open-north-loop-clinic-pharmacy%2F%3AQNOKTyzpeckWDgDQwKfCZ4OpNYo&imp=7rhv45b1csa03a&prev_imp=7rhrv483c87bkr&forum_id=4147371&forum=journalmpls&thread_id=4980086269&thread=4779301715&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4779301715
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journalmpls.com%2Fnews%2Fbiz-buzz%2F2016%2F04%2Fhcmc-to-open-north-loop-clinic-pharmacy%2F%3AQNOKTyzpeckWDgDQwKfCZ4OpNYo&imp=7rhv45b1csa03a&prev_imp=7rhrv483c87bkr&forum_id=4147371&forum=journalmpls&thread_id=4980086269&thread=4779301715&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4779301715
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journalmpls.com%2Fnews%2Fparks%2F2016%2F05%2Flevy-pounds-calls-for-park-board-presidents-resignation-following-fight%2F%3AponEbOMlDC5tJcn1sRiMsyBwTd0&imp=7rhv45b1csa03a&prev_imp=7rhrv483c87bkr&forum_id=4147371&forum=journalmpls&thread_id=4980086269&thread=4823836923&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4823836923
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journalmpls.com%2Fnews%2Fparks%2F2016%2F05%2Flevy-pounds-calls-for-park-board-presidents-resignation-following-fight%2F%3AponEbOMlDC5tJcn1sRiMsyBwTd0&imp=7rhv45b1csa03a&prev_imp=7rhrv483c87bkr&forum_id=4147371&forum=journalmpls&thread_id=4980086269&thread=4823836923&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4823836923
https://disqus.com/home/forums/journalmpls/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=journalmpls&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://ads.mnpubs.com/click/?729c68884bd359ade15d5f163166738a
http://www.journalmpls.com/news/development-tracker/2016/07/new-development-rises-in-east-town/


ack to top ↑

Inide the U.. ank tadium2

ooter want to uild uzz for the Common3

at i the new lack4

Tour through at Town’ new development5

http://www.journalmpls.com/news/development-tracker/2016/07/new-development-rises-in-east-town/
http://www.journalmpls.com/news/2016/07/boosters-want-to-build-buzz-for-the-commons/
http://www.journalmpls.com/news/2016/07/boosters-want-to-build-buzz-for-the-commons/
http://www.journalmpls.com/focus/flavor/2016/07/east-is-the-new-black/
http://www.journalmpls.com/focus/flavor/2016/07/east-is-the-new-black/
http://www.journalmpls.com/news/development/2016/07/a-tour-of-east-towns-new-development/
http://www.journalmpls.com/news/development/2016/07/a-tour-of-east-towns-new-development/


Search …   Search

Aout U

Contact U

Communit Calendar

Contriute

Find A Cop

Career

Advertie

© Minneota Premier Pulication Term of Ue Privac Polic ign In

NW FOCU VOIC MOR

http://www.journalmpls.com/
http://www.journalmpls.com/about
http://www.journalmpls.com/contact
http://www.journalmpls.com/community-calendar/
http://www.journalmpls.com/contact
http://www.journalmpls.com/coverage-area
http://www.journalmpls.com/careers
http://www.journalmpls.com/advertise
http://www.journalmpls.com/terms-of-use
http://www.journalmpls.com/privacy-policy
http://www.journalmpls.com/wp-admin
http://www.journalmpls.com/category/news/
http://www.journalmpls.com/category/focus/
http://www.journalmpls.com/category/voices/
http://www.journalmpls.com/more/

